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Schedule of
Events:

Please consider joining
us for the following

Daily- Dinner is served most
days around 6pm @ St. Thomas
House, 1910 Constance St.

Weekly-

Day Labor Breakfast, Wed., 8am,
@ N. Carrollton Ave. Home
Depot

Prayer, Tuesday and Friday
8:30am @ St. Thomas House and
Monday 11:30am @ Rebuild
Center

Community Resource Center,
Thursday 6-8pm @ Hope House

January:
25, Bible Study: God'’s Kin-dom in
Acts and At Hand from 7:00pm

Eebruary:
14, Valentine’s Day Anti-

Consumerism Action, (details thd)
15, Bible Study: God'’s Kin-dom in
Acts and At Hand from 7:00pm

18, Clarification of Thought (Jordan
Flaherty of Louisiana Justice Institute)
at 6:30pm

March:

1, Bible Study: God's Kin-dom in Acts
and At Hand from 7:00pm

9, Ash Wednesday, Repent of War
and Empire Action, (details tbd)
15, Bible Study: God’s Kin-dom in
Acts and At Hand from 7:00pm
18, Clarification of Thought
(Restaurant Justice) at 6:30pm

29, Bible Study: God'’s Kin-dom in
Acts and At Hand from 7:00pm

Our needs include

Financial support, blankets,
glasses and bowls, twin size
mattress/box spring, working
computer or tech support, peanut
butter, produce, toilet paper,
clock, and dressers. Thank you!

Our deepest thanks

Go out to those who have
financially supported us over
holidays. Thanks for investing in
community.

Other Groups Organizing that
we want to see grow include:
Food Not Bombs, is continuing to
get organized. They meet on
certain Sundays. Contact
nolafoodnotbombs@gmail.com
Uptown Anarchists, have begun
meeting every other Tuesday at
7pm at Hey! Café on Magazine
near Napoleon. They next meet
on January 25.
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Around the House

by Joe Heeren-Mueller

| can no longer think about the American
celebration of Christmas without thinking of
Richard Horsley's deconstruction of this festival of
consumerism, which inevitably reinforces the
dominant social structures (see his book Christmas
Unwrapped: Consumerism, Christ, and Culture).
Yet as the gospel writer, Luke, would have it, the
nativity story subverts the imperial
paradigm by using the language of
empire to inaugurate a very
different reign. The “kingdom” of
Jesus is one in which God holds
authority over and against human
power structures. Economic and
social hierarchies are overturned.
Fidelity to Caesar is replaced by
faith in God's life-giving spirit
alive in Jesus and nature.

That spirit has certainly
been active in our lives of late. The
last two months have been a bustle
of activity here. Everyone pitched in to make a
deliciously memorable Thanksgiving dinner, which
was followed the next day by quixotic witness
against consumerism outside the Canal Place Mall.

As our anticipation of the end of Katy's
pregnancy mounted, we welcomed Jess and Howard
into the house. Jess's generous heart and buoyant
spirit have filled and lifted us up as she has busied
herself inside and outside the house. Howard has
blessed us with tasty venison stew from a deer killed
by Dan's mom, Sharon Thelen. It's a good feeling to
get closer to the food I'm eating and it's challenging
me to think about practical nonviolence when it
comes to what I'm consuming at the table.

Our anticipation came to an end on
December 22 when Katy's labor began. It ended
after 22 hours when Micah Francis was born a few
strokes before midnight. Praise God who brings
such goodness! Enjoying his presence, watching him
grow, and navigating the challenges of nurturing a
newborn have filled Katy and my days since. Cylis
is growing into his role as a big brother and it's safe
to say everyone in the house has experienced some
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of the warm, fuzzy feelings that babies bring. That
Micah’s birth coincided so closely with Christmas
has helped me to meditate on gospel versions of the
feast and hold in my heart what | have seen.

Micah's very presence was an occasion for
exceptionally gracious visits from Katy's mom, Kay
and step-dad, Terry as well as from my sister
Elisabeth. It has been good to add bonding time with
extended family to what we are already doing
together. We did a lot of playing games, singing
songs, and telling stories to place ourselves in time
together and remind each
other of where we have
been.

Stephanie returned
from a visit with her family
only to introduce more life
into the house. She became a
mother to, as she calls them,
a thousand squirming babies
when she added a great bin
of worms to the kitchen to
help us compost our waste.
So far they've been nibbling
away at everything we give them. Thanks wormies.
Derek and Donnell have also visited family recently
— Derek to his brother's in Mississippi and Donnell
to see his children in Houston. Both returned full of
good energy from the experience. Dan did a
fabulous job hosting a large Christmas dinner with
help from “Grandma” Lowrine. Bravo!

December also saw a splendid Advent
prayer and Christmas party at the house as well as a
witness against militarism outside the WWII
museum on the feast of the holy innocents. The
domination system was exposed by the violent
reaction of certain museum security staff to our
presence. We organized another action on January
11 to commemorate the ninth year of detention for
detainees at Guantanamo Bay and to call for an end
to torture at all US prisons especially in Cuba, at
Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan and at super-
max prisons like the Florence, Colorado prison
which has been condemned for its human rights
abuses.

(Continued on page 2)

Going On a New Journey

by Stephanie Malinowski

As a recent college graduate, | am often asked
why | chose to live at a Catholic Worker House,
rather than pursue more common options. | say
that the Catholic Worker beckoned me toward a
different and more desired way of life, a way that
values interdependence over independence and
people over profit. A way grounded in the belief
that we must reshape how we live so that others may
live. After studying so many theories on how to do
this, | knew that there was no better way to test them
than to actually live them. So last September, I
packed up from Seattle and moved out here to begin
my post-college venture.

In my last few months, I’ve found
it can be easy to forget that this type of lifestyle is
far from normal. To me, it just makes sense. Why
allow someone to sleep on the street at night, when

we’ve extra space in
our house. Why not
leave our door open
at dinner time, when
there are still seats at
the table for those
who hunger. We
participate together
in acts of resistance
against  oppressive
systems  because
they cause suffering to our neighbors at home and
around the world, and complicity erodes our
humanity. These works are the reason | am a
Catholic Worker.

I am aware though that it’s an unusual life.
Every now and then I’m conscious of how my
atypical path has put me at odds with society’s
mainstream image of success, and | get discouraged.

| feel expected to compete for power, produce more,
(Continued on page 2)
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